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RMH Chamber - 2021 Municipal Elections Questions for Candidates 

Questions were built on information from the 2021 Municipal Election Priorities Survey. There is no space limit, we ask that you 
keep your answer to the topic noted. 

Please send your response by 9 a.m. Tuesday, October 12. Responses will be shared publicly the afternoon of Oct. 13. 

Gennifer Mehlhaff – Response – October 11, 2021 

1. What have you done to prepare for the role you are campaigning for? 

I have been interested in municipal Council and governance for several years. In preparation for a 
council role and duties I started joining and actively participating on various municipal boards in an 
effort to learn governance and the issues and opportunities that are facing our municipality. I 
currently sit on the: Health Professional’s Engagement team, Rocky District Recreation Board, 
Municipal Planning Commission, and I chair the Agricultural Services Board and was on the Land 
Care Board.   

These experiences have provided me with valuable insights into the governance model, 
administrative and operational sides of the County. I believe in a lifetime of learning. I have several 
other leadership credentials which will provide me with the skills to do the job well. I look forward 
to the opportunity to work and building a thriving community together.  

 

2. How would you be transparent to your constituency and help to educate both the residents and 
council? 

Councillors are elected to be representatives for the people making it important that we stay 
accessible and approachable to them; our families, our friends, and our neighbours are the voices 
that we are to amplify our voices as our role in the seats that we hold. I am a people person, I am 
approachable, and accessible, whether that be email, phone, or my numerous social media 
platforms. I am always pleased to answer the messages and questions that I can; and if I don’t have 
the answer, I find it. I look forward to attending and hosting in person meetings and attending 
events in our community once we are able to do so. I Find that personal interactions are the best 
way to network and get to know the community and the folks who live and work here. I appreciate 
that the residents have public consultation to ensure communication. I understand that council 
direction comes from a mandate from the people, and that is achieved through open 
communications to ensure council remains on target. Council needs to establish a set of guiding 
values and standards that inspire confidence and trust in leadership.  

Council meetings are live streamed, and highlights of those meetings are on the County website as 
well as mailed out in to Highlights news we receive every other month. I understand that Council 
has “in Camera” sessions. Going forward, I would like to ensure that those sessions are kept to only 
the minimum required “In Camera”, land purchasing, labour relations and legal. My intent would be 
to ensure our residents have as much information about Council activities as possible.   

I welcome all concepts or concerns and I look forward to open dialog and would be please if you 
contact me, after all; If elected, I work for you. 
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3. How would you address the three top priorities as recognized by the Rocky Chamber Membership? 

a. Economic Development 

Business diversity is import to our county and the region for ensuring our long-term sustainability. 
Supporting existing businesses and encouraging new businesses to relocate to our area or fostering 
start-ups will be important to ensure continued economic growth of our area. 

Encouragement of local groups like the Rocky and Caroline chambers of commerce to support and 
collaborate with the businesses to ensure that they have the assistance needed to be successful and 
prosper. Effectively showcasing and promoting established businesses and attracting existing 
businesses to our area with programs such as the David Thompson app and our County and Rocky 
municipal websites will be important to attracting the diverse businesses we wish to have in our 
community. Provide access to supportive programs with tools like, interactive programs that 
provide business related data, directory listings, and real estate options which signal investment 
readiness. Ensuring the municipal permits and related programs are streamlined ensuring efficient 
and responsiveness in the process. 

Many businesses require high speed internet in order to effectively deliver programing, billing and 
services, it is an important driver in encouraging and fostering economic growth in our municipality, 
and region. However, I feel that it is important for us have a smart and thoughtful approach. 
Utilizing technology to connect current and future businesses to the world stage is an important 
factor in supporting a robust local economic climate. I don’t believe that fiber to the premise the 
answer; however, supporting our existing infrastructure and bolstering it will assist businesses and 
our residents and will encourage new investment and development in our community.   

b. Regional Collaboration 

It is no secret that the relationship between the Town of Rocky Mountain House and Clearwater 
County is strained. However, I don’t believe that it needs to be. It is important that we recognize 
each others’ strengths and like in any partnership support one another. This is done by building 
strong agreements and policies. The adage that we are “Stronger Together” is accurate and 
appropriate. We need one another; like any symbiotic relationship, if done well we can thrive 
together.  We can achieve a positive, respectful, and productive relationship with clear honest 
communication. These conversations are never easy, but are necessary to building a future where 
Town, County, and Village are not just close due to our geography but a true team advocating for 
our region, our residents, and a shared vibrant future. We need to promote strong relationships 
with our neighboring municipalities and indigenous communities. I will champion projects and 
events that provide win, win opportunities that support our community. 

 
c. Crime and Community Safety 

Crime in Alberta is soaring, and it is extremely important that we address this growing problem. As a 
rural rancher, and community advocate I want my family, friends, and neighbors to feel safe and 
protect our property.   
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Clearwater County has 4 CPO’s (Community Peace Officers) who enforce bylaws and noncriminal 
code issues, who work with the RCMP to assist where possible. The RCMP handle the criminal code 
enforcement in our area.  It is important that we maintain our policing contingent and support their 
efforts in our community. Collectively with both the federal and provincial governments and our 
local municipal partners we need to find effective solutions for resolving some of the issues that we 
face. We already provide funding for administrative support for the RCMP officers to enable them to 
spend their time on policing tasks rather than being bogged down in paperwork. We also need to 
engage in meaningful conversations with the provincial and federal governments to reform the 
justice system along with sentencing minimums to stop the habitual offenders and programs that 
would further support the efforts of our officers. From a local municipal perspective, we need to 
review our enforcement and protection programs and look at enhancing what our protective 
services capabilities are. We need to engage residents to understand if going with municipal officers 
with criminal code is a direction that our community wants.   

Knowing that the root of crime is also important, youth engagement programs such as the 
continued support of the SRO – School Resource Officer program is continued. Encouraging other 
forms of community outreach workshops and organizations to have opportunities which has been 
found successful in other communities and often help to combat issues such as homelessness, and 
addictions.  

 

4. How would you assist with establishment of new businesses, events and promoting tourism in our 
community? 

It takes allot of courage for people to want to become entrepreneurs and those who do are often 
discouraged when they start looking into the “red tape” that they need to get through to make their 
dreams a reality. While I believe that the county balances this very well ensuring the policies are 
followed and required permits issued, there is always opportunity to improve systems and ensure 
the permitting process is efficient and easy to navigate. 

It is important that we engage the local groups like the Rocky and Caroline chambers of commerce 
to support and collaborate with the businesses to ensure that they have the support needed to be 
successful and prosper. The North Saskatchewan River Park has come a long way in the last few 
years, it will be important to reach out to organization’s needing a facility like that and encouraging 
them to utilize Rocky and Clearwater for their events, effectively showcasing their event and our 
amazing community.  

Our west country has become more popular as people realize the amazing back yard we share and 
opportunities here. Supporting entrepreneurs that are already established and set up here such as, 
Ram River tours, Chungo tours etc. and promoting them on the David Thompson app and our 
County and Rocky municipal websites will be vital to getting them the clientele that they need.  
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5.  What do you believe are your municipalities three main priorities for the incoming council? 

 
Incoming council has an immense job ahead. There is no sugar coating it; economic stability is a 
necessity. Growth can not happen with out a stable base. There are numerous priorities that need 
to be on top however three of my initial priorities for the County to focus on are: 
1. Financially responsible and planning for the future is vital balancing a budget is important in 

securing our continued vitality. 
2. Renewed and revitalized partnerships with our neighbouring municipal partners. Understanding 

that solid agreements will solidify needed partnerships, ensuring our friends and neighbours 
needs are not only met but expectations exceeded.  

3. Completing the Municipal Development Plan and Land Use Bylaw in a way that makes sense, to 
secure a clear path forward. The MDP and LUB are the framework for all land decisions and 
considering the diversity of the municipality that we all love so much; it is essential we get them 
right; protecting agricultural land and encouraging economic diversity will be key as we move 
forward with the MDP and LUB.  

 

6.  If elected, how do you plan to implement change?  

It is important to work as a team, there are 7 districts, 7 voices, 7 people advocating for the needs of 
their area. It is important that we work together to bring the diverse region that is Clearwater 
County to a common future that puts Clearwater county and partners to the provincial and federal 
stage, stronger than ever.  

I bring passion personality and professionalism with me wherever I go. It is with that enthusiasm 
and integrity that I will work with my fellow councilors to built a Municipality that I am proud to 
represent, a municipality that I want to raise my children in, a municipality that they will continue to 
thrive in and build a future with their families for years to come. 

 

 

 

 

 


