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Rocky Chamber 2021 Municipal Election Questions for Candidates 
Submitted by John Vandermeer, Candidate for Division 4 

 
1. What have you done to prepare for the role you are campaigning for? 

 
I am a 3-term councillor and have served as Reeve for 1 year.  I have an 
extensive background in the energy industry – in project planning, project and 
corporate management and in business development across Canada, in the 
U.S.A., Europe and Asia.  I am the Current Chair of the Central Alberta 
Economic Partnership, an association of most of the municipalities in Central 
Alberta with its focus on economic development in this area.  I have positive 
relationships with many municipal and provincial leaders. 
 

2. How would you be transparent to your constituency and help to educate both 
the residents and council? 
 
I will continue to be available by phone and/or email to discuss issues with 
constituents.  I participate in town hall meetings organized by the County.  I 
have also attended community organized meetings to discuss and provide 
information on topics of community interest.  Videos of Council meetings  
are available for all citizens to reference. 
 

3. How would you address the three top priorities as recognized by the Rocky 
Chamber Membership? 

 
a) Economic Development 

 
Some fundamentals that are essential for Economic Development: 

 
Confidence and consistency are vital.  A positive sense of community – as 
evidenced by cooperation among the area’s municipalities, its volunteer 
service groups and its existing businesses contribute to business confidence. 
I have and will continue to work to achieve positive relationships with all these 
groups to foster an atmosphere of confidence. 

 
We need to enable the entrepreneurial nature of our citizens to flourish.  This 
will be achieved when the ideas of individuals can develop into home-based 
businesses and on to larger commercial entities.  This economic development 
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will occur only in those areas where a quality internet service is available.  I 
have been working for 6+ years to see that the citizens of Clearwater County 
are equipped for success.  The comments sometimes raised that rural areas 
cannot have a quality service are simply not true.  Grants are available and 
Clearwater County will obtain them.  The citizens of the O’Chiese reserve have 
fiber to the home.  The Federal Government has received money from Alberta 
which is transferred to other provinces.  It is time that some of that money 
comes back to Alberta.  It does not come back unless there is a good plan and 
a project manager (municipality) that will see that the infrastructure is 
completed and will operate for the benefit of its citizens. 
 
Clearwater County has 7 applications to the Universal Broadband Fund to 
equip over 85% of this county with a reliable, competitive service.  The costs 
for the large backbone fiber (currently being installed) is less than estimated 
and local ISPs are confident the smaller fiber used to connect premises can be 
installed for less than 50% of current estimates.  They do not have the financial 
capacity to handle this project.  This project can easily be completed by 
Clearwater County while maintaining a strong financial position.   
 
I will continue to work with the provincial and federal agencies to see that 
Clearwater County receives the assistance to complete an internet service that 
enables our citizens to compete and prosper in this 21st century.  Let’s bring 
our Federal tax money back to Alberta (Clearwater County)! 

 
Developable land is another essential for economic development.  The County 
has made industrial lots available near Caroline, Rocky Mountain House and 
Nordegg.  Requirements should be monitored, and developable land be 
available when required. 

 
b) Regional Collaboration 

 
Regional collaboration is essential to building the positive atmosphere needed 
in economic development.  Also, the Province provides most of its grants to 
areas where neighboring municipalities are cooperating and developing a 
jointly held vision for their area.  I will work to develop a shared vision with our 
neighboring municipalities.  I will also continue to support Clearwater County’s 
active participation in CAEP as an act of self-help where we are helping 
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ourselves by helping attract business to Central Alberta (workers drive both 
ways on Hwys 11, 12 and 54)! 

 
c)  Crime and Community Safety 

 
The province is now billing rural municipalities for a portion of the RCMP costs.  
More officers are now located in The Rocky Mountain House detachment.  
There is also a special RCMP unit that moves around the province to address 
crime “hot spots”.  The RCMP are successful at arresting and re-arresting 
offenders.  The problem is not with the police.  It is with a justice system that 
does not incarcerate or rehabilitate offenders.  You cannot hire enough police 
to solve this. 

 
 So, we locals must have strong and neighborly communities where citizens 
look after one another.  The rural Crime Watch provides such an opportunity 
for neighbors to work together for the safety of their area. 

 
It comes back to strong, cooperative, neighborly communities as the solution. 

 
4. How would you assist with establishment of new businesses, events and 

promoting tourism in our community? 
 
The County already offers a reduced tax on small business properties.  This 
should continue. 
 
A quality, low cost internet service will be the biggest contributor to the 
establishment of new businesses.  My supportive position on this is well 
documented. 
 
The County will continue to work with the Town and Village and the tourism 
operators in the area to share and advertise tourism opportunities, and to 
sponsor events (e.g. Air Show) that put our area on the tourism map. 
 

5. What do you believe are your municipality’s three main priorities for the 
incoming council?  If elected, how do you plan to implement change. 
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Three Main Priorities 
 
1) Economic Development – Complete a quality, affordable internet service by 

accessing grants to supplement County funds. 
2) Good relations with other municipalities enhanced by consistent leadership 

(Reeve). 
3) Hold residential taxes flat while properly maintaining existing infrastructure 

and building quality, affordable internet infrastructure. 
 

I am confident we can achieve the 3 priorities I have outlined while keeping 
the County in a strong financial position. 
 
The action needed in the County is one of “continuous improvement” – not 
radical change. 
 
We have a skilled workforce and they will respond to Council’s goals.  Council 
needs to lead in getting more done with less, building partnerships within our 
neighboring municipalities and in attracting the infrastructure grants that are 
available from Provincial and Federal programs.  The Reeve needs to be in 
place for a 4-year term to build the necessary relationships and enable 
consistent messaging. 
 
My goal is to work with citizens and businesses to have quality infrastructure 
and policies so you, your family and your business can succeed. 
 
 

 
 


