
1.     What things have you done to prepare for the roll you are Campaigning for? 
  
I take the role as town councillor seriously and I feel my life experiences have prepared me for the roll I 
am campaigning for. For example, I was a project manager for Petro Canada for many years. These 
projects involved budgets ranging from thousands to hundreds of thousands of dollars. I have also been 
involved as both a leader or attendee in many planning, negotiation and development meetings.  
Furthermore, I run my own construction business, which means I have experience dealing with 
customers, suppliers, other contractors, inspectors, and developers. This also includes my least 
favourite, dealing with the town and their ever changing rules for different people, even after 
agreements have been made. These have given me a skill set not only in dealing with people on multiply 
levels, but also ensuring projects are done on time, on budget, and within safety and building codes. 
Overall, I feel with these and my many other life experiences make me well equipped to face the 
challenges of town council. 
  
  

2.     How would you be transparent to your constituency and help to educate both the residents and 
council.  
  

I am approachable and agree to answer any questions that I can legally respond to. Similar to the court 
news, I would like to see more information regarding town meetings, such as planning and 
development, published in the Mountaineer. I feel that if the town had been more open about the 
concerns with the dump between town and county, we would not be faced with the all the speculations 
over our new less eco friendly “Eco Centre” that as quoted, “didn’t cost us anything”. Therefore, open 
information may reduce concerns regarding town meetings and council decisions. 
  
  

3.     How would you address the top 3 priorities as recognized by the Rocky Chamber membership. 
  

a.     Economic development. 
Our town needs to court new businesses to come here. Our current large businesses are consistently 
down sizing due to cut backs in the oil industry that we so heavily depend on. With out new businesses, 
it only a matter of time before we see tax increases. How long will it be before the town can now longer 
afford to snow plow any streets except main routes, like Red Deer? Rocky has been at the forefront of 
Alberta economics for a long time. Right from our fur trading days, to forestry, to the oil and gas 
industry.  
  
Furthermore, business taxes are unfairly calculated. I personally know of businesses that are thinking of 
leaving for either the county or other parts of Alberta, rather then be subject to unfair assessment.   
Economic development is crucial. Let’s open the floor to ideas. Many people have great ideas, lets give 
them a voice. None of us individuals are as smart as all of us combined.  
  
We should be promoting home base businesses. Running a home base business in this community is 
subject to many hurdles. Let’s stream line these rules and make them fair for all. Then we work with 
home base business operators to encourage them to set up shop in a brick and mortar building if 
possible and suitable. 
  
However, if we want industry here, we must prepare for it. Which means we need new land for housing 
development. Where is it and what are we doing to obtain it? The current methods are not achieving 



this, we need to do what it takes to get it. We are not land locked, we are held captive to out of date 
thinking and old prejudices. 
  
Now the world is looking to alternative energies. Lets get in on the ground floor of this fledgling 
enterprise and become a leader in its development or other industries that will bring growth and 
stability to Rocky.  

  
  

b.     Regional collaboration   
This is very important within our town and county. We all survive due to our symbiotic relationship. 
There certainly seems to be some serious fence mending for both sides. I know many people who live in 
the county that work and/or operate business within the town limits, but they have know say in 
anything town related. Perhaps it is finally time to figure out some way that we can both be 
independent from each other, but also allow for input to be heard at both levels. The phrase from this 
last year has been “nothing but a sandbox fight” between the town and county. This is coming from 
residents from both areas. We were once held in esteem because of how we got along and worked 
together. Seems that may take some fixing now. Let’s put our pails and shovels down and talk. 
  

  
c.      Crime and community safety 

Our Community has a crime problem and we all know it, most of us have been touched by it. My own 
truck has been broken into several times. My garage and storage shed have also been vandalized when 
attempted to be broken into. Furthermore, my RV was stolen from my backyard. The only time that the 
local RCMP came was when my RV was stolen, the rest of the time I was asked to go to the detachment 
and make a statement. Really! Well that sure makes me feel good, sitting on a bench writing a report on 
my knee that I feel will actually just end up in a dead file folder. There has to be a better way to provide 
security within our town. I do however see police running radar for speeding often. I understand 
speeding tickets add to the coffers of our town money, but they don’t replace my stolen tools. This is 
not the fault of the RCMP, they are given directives by the town and are payed, partially by the 
town.  Do we need more officers? Then get them. Do we need more stenos to give officers more time 
for patrols? Then get them. Our Police have a thank less job and do very good with what they have. The 
problem is that they can only do what they are allowed and have enough money to do. We have a 
curfew in this town. Then use it!  We have a drug problem in our town and if you want it cleaned up, 
allow the Police to clean it up. Do you want a safe town where you can leave your car unlocked, or a 
town where you can feel you must double lock everything and the loss of property is just another 
normal day in rocky.  

  
4.     How would you assist with the establishment of new business, events and promoting tourism in 

our community. 
  

I would encourage new activities and a wide variety of events that are unique to our town. We have 
hosted some incredible events over the years in sports, theatre, music, rodeo and many other 
categories. Being open to new ideas from the community is at the forefront of getting these things off 
the ground. We have an amazing volunteer base, Rocky and area people step up to help and get 
involved. This includes: 
  
*Our Market on Main is wonderful, but can we make it bigger, promote it more?   
*We use to have music at the hospital park, perhaps after COVID it can return.   



*Fringe type festival or a weekend of bluegrass music at the rodeo grounds.  
*Barbecue competitions are growing in popularity throughout the world. Why not in Rocky?   
*Years ago, we had dog sled races at Crimson lake in conjunction with a winter carnival. 
*We have amazing scenery close by, how about a weekend for photographers to come from all over. 
*Maybe a show displaying some of their work.  
*The Asokewin Friendship Centre has really been stepping up by hosting amazing community events 
that educate and enrich our community.   
Many of these ideas have come up in the past, some were dismissed or not supported. Maybe its time 
to try these ideas again and add some new ones. Let’s help them grow.   

  
In referring to the part of the question regarding bringing new businesses into Rocky, we must first stop 
killing the ones we have and make Rocky appealing to prospective businesses. Currently, one of the 
criteria used by the town, for calculating tax for commercial building owners, is based on the number of 
employees a business has province wide. This is how the town has lost satellite offices of big companies 
and is discouraging new large businesses from coming to Rocky, along with chasing current ones away. 
The other side effect of this policy is that it is cheaper for building owners to keep buildings empty. Until 
this is changed, we are fighting an uphill battle. 

  
Let’s not be a year from now looking back wishing we had started today. 

  
  
5.       What do you believe are your municipality’s three main priorities for upcoming council if 

elected how do you plan to implement change? 
  

 I believe the three top priorities for the upcoming council are the following: 
  
1.     The twining of Hwy 11 - This is something we must as a community get out in front of 

because it will be happening eventually. According to my sources, nothing has been done by 
current council. Why then have we been busy putting in walking paths, extra sidewalks and 
paving along the highway 11 corridor. I realize the actual expansion won’t be hitting Rocky 
for several years, but did the town take into consideration the amount of land the 
expansion may need?  Or will we be tearing out what has just been built? Is this a good use 
of taxpayer money?  I would be tabling a motion in chambers to develop a team to work 
with the provincial planners to get us ahead of the construction. It’s far better that we are 
ready when they get here. 
  

2.     Bring in businesses - I firmly believe we need another type of industry in Rocky if we are to 
survive long-term. Retail and tourism will only get us so far. It is time to start actively 
looking and courting new business ideas. It could even be a business making widgets, it 
doesn’t matter. What matters is that we get and create more new and diverse 
opportunities that are not fully tied to the oil and gas industry. 
  

3.     Crime reduction - I feel I was clear earlier in the questions but, I will say again almost all of 
us have been touched by some sort of crime in this community. The police do their job but 
the courts do not. It is time as citizens to make a united voice be heard both provincially 
and federally so that crime will be dealt with. I would like to see Alberta adopt a “Three 
Strike Rule” but I’m doubtful that will ever happen. Treatment for illegal drugs is available 
and perhaps we can be a leader in this area. Though I also know that if you don’t want to 



change you never will, and how often do we try before we say that individuals must make a 
firm choice. I don’t have all the answers here, but let’s start talking and listening to find a 
way to help everyone in our community. Helping someone to overcome and stand up is 
perhaps one of the greatest things we as humans can do for each other. 

  
 
Sincerely, 
Shane Boniface 
403-846-6814 
 
 
 
 


