
 

Sydney Graham 

1. What have you done to prepare for the role you are campaigning for? 

I have done an abundance of research in preparation for the role of being a Clearwater County 
Councillor. This includes watching council meetings, and going through all of the information available to 
me. My husband knows that when my binder full of notes comes out, which is every night after work 
that I am entering my own world of educating myself. Unfortunately I decided to run later in the 
campaign so I missed out on a lot of opportunities to attend things such as the meetings to create the 
MDP. I have been preparing in other ways before I chose to run for council. Having been the chair on 
many committees for different things for much of my life. I am well versed in collaboration with others 
and proper parliamentary procedure. I have much experience with budgeting and creating events and 
programs as well. I worked for the county for a number of years for numerous departments and 
although I didn’t know it at at the time, this has also helped me to prepare for this position. Knowing the 
inner workings of the county is something that I believe would be very beneficial serving on council. I 
have also spent many years working throughout the entire county and speaking with county residents, 
even my time working at the auction mart on my days off has given me the opportunity to speak with 
many farmers from our county. I understand what people want and require from the county and in what 
ways they feel neglected.  

 

2. How would you be transparent to your constituency and help to educate both the residents and 
council? 

It has been difficult to hold public consultations during covid, I recognize that but I believe that we need 
to try harder to successfully receive feedback from the public and inform the public on what is 
happening and why. I think that it is wonderful that we have council meetings available to watch on 
YouTube, in watching these council meetings however I have been bothered by the lengthy closed 
sessions occurring. I understand that some things need to be discussed during closed sessions but I 
believe that more things are being discussed in them than necessary. I would like to stop that from 
happening and only have the absolutely necessary things being discussed in closed sessions. I believe 
that we should be using social media, newspapers and radio adds to get information out to the public. 
Having honest open conversations with our constituents is very important but more importantly 
listening to what they say and want and using that information to serve them in the most beneficial way 
for everyone moving forward. If we aren’t listening to and serving our constituents then being 
transparent and circulating information is a waste of time. To build the best future for everyone we 
need input from everyone and honesty from our council.  

 



3. How would you address the three top priorities as recognized by the Rocky Chamber 
Membership? 

a. Economic Development 

We live in such a beautiful area. It is very trendy right now to go hiking, camping and do outdoor 
activities. For that reason I believe that tourism is going to be a wonderful way to boost our economy. 
Promoting our hiking trails, creating accessible camping areas and also ensuring that our west country is 
taken care of so that it is not being ruined for future generations. We currently have a booming film 
industry in Alberta. I believe that our county is a wonderful place to make to be making films and we 
should be pushing for these producers to be coming out here and seeing all that Clearwater County has 
to offer. This would also help to draw people out here, build our population and have more businesses 
opening. We also need to be doing things to cut our crime rate because people are not going to want to 
come out here and open businesses here if they and their business are not safe.  

 

b. Regional Collaboration  

We have seen during this campaign people who are willing to work with others and get along with 
others. I am personally part of a group of people who have been meeting, supporting each other and 
holding meet and greets. I think that our group is a wonderful example of people wanting to move 
forward and collaborate with others. We have people who are running in the town and county elections. 
The thing that is so wonderful to see in this group is that we can discuss things that we don’t agree on 
and we can do so in a respectful manner which is how things need to be approached serving on council. 
I have also had people reaching out and having discussions who are not a part of this group. This tells 
me that we have many people running who want collaboration and it is a matter of electing the right 
people who support and work well with others. If I were to be elected and people were not getting 
along and collaboration was not occurring, I believe that we need to step outside of the meeting 
environment and do things like fundraisers where we can all get to know one and other while doing 
good for our community. In my experience it is things like fundraisers where you are having fun and 
doing good that people start to open up a little bit and build stronger relationships so that we can work 
well together and create the best future for everyone.  

 

c. Crime and Community Safety 

This is one of my largest concerns. Having been robbed before, it hits close to home. If our crime rate 
continues to be so high, I believe that people are going to move to safer places, we will lose businesses 
and families that are an integral part of this community. To move forward and create a strong 
community and future, something needs to be done. The Clearwater Policing Advisory Committee needs 
to be meeting regularly. It is essential to be brainstorming with the RCMP and the Rural Crime Watch to 
come up with initiatives to prevent crime. We need to be constantly supporting both of these 
organizations. I have read about other counties coming up with programs to try and prevent people 
from entering a life of crime. I think that our community is the perfect place to be creating preventative 
programs as well. I also read about a county who has a program that you can sign up to have a Peace 
Officer do a daily drive by of your home if you are away. I believe that if we put the work in, put our 



heads together and work together we can lead the way in crime prevention among municipalities and 
create a safe place for current and future families.  

 

4. How would you assist with establishment of new businesses, events and promoting tourism in 
our community? 

I have been a part of creating events and programs for most of my life. It is something that I enjoy and I 
am also very good at. I believe that creating events that bring people together creates a stronger 
community. Promoting tourism requires inter municipal collaboration, working between the Town, 
Village of Caroline and Clearwater County to provide initiatives drawing people out here. In doing so we 
can promote local businesses and show what a strong community we have and maybe some people will 
decide to stay out here. We have an incredible west county and it is a huge draw for tourism, I believe 
that this is something that we need to promote. We also have many Indigenous groups. We should be 
working with people who are a part of these indigenous groups and creating tourism and educational 
opportunities for people. We also have a thriving agricultural industry in Clearwater County. We have 
been taping into it a little bit already but I believe that we can do even more and hold more events to 
draw people out here or just create events on weekends when people are already here to educate 
people on agriculture and make them want to come here more often to learn even more. I believe that 
we should be communicating with people in our airport and discussing with them what we can do to be 
using it for tourism.  

 

5. What do you believe are your municipalities three main priorities for the incoming council? If 
elected, how do you plan to implement change?  

I believe that the three previously listed concerns are very important concerns. Inter municipal 
collaboration, crime prevention and getting spending under control/boosting our economy. We also 
need to create a wonderful Municipal Development Plan that has input from our residents.  

If elected I plan on implementing change by listening to the people. I am not a politician, I am running 
for council because I truly believe that I have the knowledge, skills and ability to make things better. I 
know and understand how the county works. Making decisions with that knowledge is a huge asset that 
can serve our county residents well. I understand that things are done certain ways for certain reasons 
and it has taken years for our employees to discover that those ways of doing things are the best 
through trial and error. I do not believe that someone knows better than someone else because they are 
sitting on council. I believe that people who do things everyday know how things are best done and that 
is why it is so important to listen to people and not push ones own agenda or thoughts on things. I 
personally am not a pilot so I am not going to go to the airport and tell the people who are and who use 
this airport what they need. I would listen to them and use their experience and knowledge and the 
knowledge of other professionals to come up with a plan. This in my opinion is how a council should 
operate.  


