
2021 Municipal Elections Questions for Candidates 

Submitted by Tina Hutchinson for Town Councillor 

 

1. What have you done to prepare for the role you are campaigning for? 

• In preparation for the role of town council I have spent countless hours reviewing 

minutes and agendas (including attachments) and watching current and previous town 

and county council meetings to stay informed with both municipalities.  

•  I have researched through the town website (and explored comparable municipal 

websites from around the province) to gain information and knowledge regarding plans, 

studies, policies, bylaws, and financials.  

 

2. How would you be transparent to your constituency and help to educate both the residents and 

council? 

• I feel its important to stayed engaged with both council and town residents. The 

opportunity to participate in the online forum was a great tool to engage with the 

community.  The idea of creating a yearly Town Hall (hopefully live) where residents and 

council members would get together and keep the people informed would be a great 

asset.  

• I would continue, as I have been the past few weeks, talking directly with business 

owners in town asking about their individual thoughts and the direction of Rocky 

Mountain House and then bring that information back to council.  

• Transparency could be put to the fore front with an updated website. Additions to the 

main page could include mapping and timelines of capital projects, at a glance monthly 

revenue and expenditures statements, and timeline of plans such as the Municipal 

Development Plan for example. 

 

3. How would you address the three top priorities as recognized by the Rocky Chamber 

Membership? 

Economic Development 

• This is a key area for me. As I have said previously, having owned and operated two 

small businesses in town, I understand the struggles that comes with that. Both from 

the town side and the owner’s perspective. Researching incentives from other towns is 

something that needs more exploration. Council needs to work with the business’s that 

we currently have in town, listen to what owners are saying, then act on that. We as 

council must listen to the people and start implementing the ideas they have. More 

business in town means more people in town, more tax dollars coming into town.  

 

• The Economic Development Strategy from February 2021 focuses on the strategic pillars 

that are needed to develop a strong economic development plan. The pillars identified 

are investment attraction, resident attraction and retention, business retention and 

attraction, and investment readiness. The homework has been done, we now need to 



focus on prioritizing what will be the greatest return on investment and move forward 

with a strong plan.  

 

Regional Collaboration   

• Working together is the key element to aid in the growth of our town and county. We 

need to cooperate to achieve jointly established priorities to leverage the assets that 

each partner can bring to the table to make the most of the region’s resources 

 

Crime and Community Safety 

• Revisiting the Community Sustainability Plan from 2010 which identifies this issue would 

be a great starting point.  

• Working with other municipalities and discussing procedures incorporated by them 

would also be a great asset.  

 

4. How would you assist with establishment of new businesses, events and promoting tourism in 

our community? 

• I would work with and listen to the people of Rocky on what they think we need to see 

in town as far as new businesses and/or expansion of existing businesses in town. Then 

collaborate with council to produce a solid plan to bring those ideas to fruition.  

• Events and Tourism – Working on the Alberta Masters Games event gave me insight to 

the multiple sports venues we have in our own backyard. We had many of the sport 

organizations show desire to continue to host events here. The NSRP needs to be 

utilized and we need to promote that asset to bring in additional events. The 

possibilities are endless. There needs to more focus on branding our area. Define who 

we are and market that in every imaginable way. 

 

5. What do you believe are your municipalities three main priorities for the incoming council? If 

elected, how do you plan to implement change? 

• Economic growth and development: Paramount to Rocky being a successful, thriving 

community. Making a top priority to develop the economic development plan based on 

the studies and strategies that we have in place and utilizing the knowledge from other 

municipalities that have successful economic development plans in place. 

• Having a good working relationship with Clearwater County is essential. Council needs 

to work with the county on all fronts for the community to continue to grow. Informal 

round tables, team building workshops and casual meet and greets could be simple 

ideas with no expense to build a strong relationship.  As I’ve said before, the town needs 

the county, and the county needs the town.  One would not be here without the other.  

• Tourism: Giving our area true definition with a strong vision and mission statement and 

then branding and marketing that with full force. 

 

If elected, I will be your voice on council. I will stay engaged with residents, either 

through regular town halls, stopping by your business or just simply speaking with you in 

the grocery store. As a councillor I will work everyday to bring innovative ideas to the 



table from day one to the very last day of my tenure. I believe that once an election is 

over, council can become disconnected from the very residents that voted for them. I 

want to change that and be the transparent councillor that will always be available to 

answer your questions or listen to concerns you may have. Implementing innovative 

ideas can be a tiresome process. Some pass through easily and quickly, other take time 

and effort and my pledge to you is I will be your voice on all matters, easy or difficult.  


